
Village of Williamsville

Traffic & Safety Committee

Meeting Minutes
April 2, 2009 – 7:30 PM

ATTENDANCE
Members Present:  Wally Pacer – Chair, Pat Armitage, Nicholas Perino, Doug Richardson, William Tuyn, Brian Kulpa – Trustee Liaison, Lt. John Olesko – Amherst Police Dept.

Members Absent:  Nancy Drost, Richard Maddigan
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The March Meeting minutes were not available for approval.  
LIAISON’S REPORT
The liaison did not present a report.  
OLD BUSINESS
Stop Sign on California

The same person who approached Trustee Kulpa has approached Wally Pacer regarding this issue.  There was an accident within the last two weeks or so in which a sapling tree was knocked down; he was also sent a photograph.  Trustee Kulpa was agreeable to the prior recommendation by T&S.  There is no petition of neighbors, etc.  He also feels that T&S should be comfortable with their decision.  Bill Tuyn felt there was not proper evidence that this is a dangerous area.  He also felt that the final decision rests with the Village Board, and that this committee simply gives a recommendation.  
Brian Kulpa stated that he was going to ask the Village to obtain copies of the NYS standard or manuals.  Hal Morse from the GBNRTC is also willing to have a representative come in and speak to the committee.  They are a valuable resource.  

Protocol for responding to resident requests was discussed.  Since Wally was contacted directly, he could respond; alternatively it could go through the Village.  There should be some procedure in place.  There should also be something in place as to how often the same issue should be addressed.  

McDonald’s Project

The traffic counts from Randy Bebout of FRA Engineering were discussed.  Wally commented that he spoke with Randy and advised him that he did not need to be at the meeting; Randy gave his cell phone in case there was a need to contact him during the meeting.  
The three peak times were studied for one day – breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  

NYS is fine with this project as it pertains to Main Street and Union Rd.  All the requirements of the code have been met.  Bill Tuyn’s issue is that the parking is poorly distributed at the site.  However, he feels that T&S needs to make a decision one way or another in order for them to move forward with the Planning Board.  He understands their limitations.  They are asking for approval of a suburban prototype.  

Discussion centered on parking issues and whether or not that was for T&S to determine.  
The issue of the positioning of the handicap parking spaces was also discussed.  
Recommendation to Planning Board: 

On motion by Doug Richardson, seconded by Pat Armitage, to deny the plan as proposed due to the following:
· Location of the handicap parking

· Majority of the parking is significantly weighted toward McDonald’s side of parcel, which leaves the balance under-parked and forces pedestrians to have to cross drive-thru lanes to get to the pedestrian destination on the other side of the site

· The queues seem to indicate that even those parking at the main entrance to McDonald’s would require them to walk through the queue at peak hour 

· Cross-walk lengths are fairly long – longer than necessary (some are askew)

Unanimously carried.  
E. Spring Street 
There is a lot of different signage on E. Spring Street.  It needs to be signed per the code.  We don’t want to sign this and then change it at a later date to accommodate what was already happening there.  Brian Kulpa approached Josh Korman of the WBA regarding this.  Josh responded to Brian advising that he would bring this up at the next WBA Board of Directors meeting.  He asked that the committee takes their concerns into consideration.  The entire street needs to be addressed.  Lt. Olesko is going to pull any traffic data available for the area.  
Doug Richardson recommended getting rid of the 2-hour parking from N. Cayuga to Rock Street.  There would not be anywhere for anyone to park otherwise.  The committee was in agreement with this, but will wait for a response from the WBA.  

NEW BUSINESS
No Standing Sign at Main & Los Robles
Wally received a request to move the No Standing sign just east of Los Robles & Main.  If possible to move it closer to the corner of Los Robles, it could give an additional parking spot.  Doug Richardson responded that it’s state, which we have no control over.  There is no parking 15’ from a fire hydrant and 20’ from a cross-walk.  It would be difficult to move the signage.  
Reist Street Signage
Doug Richardson asked everyone to look at the signage in the area near St. Francis Home.  Much of it seems to not make sense.  It appears to be signed according to the code.  He felt this was something to look at.  

Oakgrove Parking

There is a parking lot entrance to Ed Young’s on Oakgrove, as well as a driveway to the south.  When a car is parked there, it’s difficult to see.  Doug would like to remove parking from that area to increase visibility.  The Board will take a look at this and discuss at the next meeting.  

Scott & Columbia

There are parking issues with a large commercial vehicle.  When it’s parked near the corner, and another truck is parked adjacent, it is difficult to see.    
Pat Armitage commented that if there is a sidewalk on each side, it’s considered an invisible crosswalk.  They would need to park 20’ from that area.  Alternatively it could be signed as “No Parking here to Corner”.  

Bill Tuyn suggested having a discussion with him letting him know that he’s creating an issue and seeing if he can park further down.  

Hirschfield Parking

Brian Kulpa would like to send out post cards that would come back to him at Village Hall relating to parking on Hirschfield.  The committee had no issue with this.  
CLOSE OF MEETING

The meeting was adjourned at an unknown time.  
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