
Village of Williamsville

Traffic & Safety Committee

Meeting Minutes
March 5, 2009 – 7:30 PM

ATTENDANCE
Members Present:  Wally Pacer – Chair, Pat Armitage, Nancy Drost, Nicholas Perino, William Tuyn (arrived late), Brian Kulpa – Trustee Liaison, Lt. John Olesko – Amherst Police Dept.

Members Absent:  Douglas Richardson, Richard Maddigan

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Pat Armitage, seconded by Nancy Drost, the meeting minutes of February 5, 2009 were approved.  
LIAISON’S REPORT
Trustee Kulpa passed out an email received from the Village Administrator, Lynda Juul, looking for some direction pertaining to issues with incorrect signage on E. Spring Street.  There are signs posted that do not match the code, and signs are missing to meet the code.  The committee will look at the area and discuss at the next meeting.  
OLD BUSINESS

McDonald’s Project

Randy Bebout of FRA Architecture and Engineering was present to discuss this project.  He has been working with the Planning and Zoning Boards.  The setback variance has been approved by the ZBA.  The Planning Board has passed a negative declaration pertaining to SEQR.  Environmental Committee has re-affirmed their recommendation of the project based on the changes to the plan.  He is looking for a formal recommendation to the Planning Board in order to move the project along.  
Minor plan changes have been made.  These were a result of the Planning Board and Building Dept. requesting the entire parcel be looked at.  In doing that, the overall parking count had to be reviewed.  This resulted in McDonald’s being required to add some parking spaces back in to the plan.  No parking could be removed based on some of the new tenants of Benderson.  The parking was removed next to the building, and a double-row was added back on the other side of the drive-thru lane.  One additional space was added to what already existed.  111 spaces are required.  There are 112 spaces proposed.  The green-space is essentially the same as it is today.  By code, they are not over-parked, although this is a comment that has been made in the past.  Circulation is still intended to be one-way around the building.  DOT has approved the driveway modifications.  This has been built to the new DOT standards.  An 8’ vinyl fence will be installed as per the last Planning Board meeting.  There are two order points, but they are in line with each other (there is no longer a double drive-thru).  During the evening hours of 11 PM to 6 AM, the second speaker will be shutoff.  
Pat Armitage stated that a concern of T&S is the pedestrian walk.  Randy commented that at one point this was in the middle and longer.  It has been pushed into a landscape island on the end to try to shorten it up.  It did get slightly longer from the original plan; this is due to the difference in the configuration of parking.  The accessible parking is now shown on the north side.  

Wally Pacer asked about the Benderson parking area and access.  Randy stated there will be a raised 2’ curb to prevent people from coming through.  It will for them to circulate around and come into the stacking line.  Wally is concerned that if you cut off access it will force people to go out the Main St. and turn left onto Main St., instead of exiting to Union Rd. and making a left at Main St.  He feels this is a safety concern for the committee.  
The Trip Generation Comparison was discussed.  Wally asked if they were actual counts or taken from the Transportation Engineer’s manual.  Randy confirmed that they are taken from the manual.  Wally had asked for actual counts.  Based on square footage, the number of vehicles is going down.  Back in May 2008 it was reported to T&S that the plan encourages greater drive-thru traffic.  Randy commented that this is what people choose – it is not encouraged.  It doesn’t mean it will bring more people to the site.  Randy commented that a traffic study has not been completed.  

Nancy Drost if there were other comparable new buildings and if there is greater traffic in those.  Randy Bebout commented that they have not completed a traffic study on those.  Certainly they have seen an increase at some.  He could not state as to whether the increase was 5%, 10%, etc.  Randy stated that the DOT has approved this.  He questioned what impact there is.  Wally commented that it could have an impact on pedestrians.  Wally asked if the traffic counts were provided to the DOT; Randy stated they were not requested.  Wally felt they must have some type of counts of traffic that currently goes through the site.  Randy stated they do not have counts, but they could probably take actual counts.  The firm has done traffic studies, but not in this particular area.  

Wally asked Lt. Olesko if any accident studies have been done.  Lt. Olesko commented that this was done for Walgreen’s across the street.  

Wally wondered if they have enough information to make a recommendation on this project.  He was under the impression that existing traffic counts, at least, would be provided to the committee.  Randy stated that the information provided gives the general average for these types of uses.  Nancy Drost asked if there were other McDonald’s in a Village-type setting.  Randy thought there probably were, but that they have not done any traffic studies or counts.  He is not sure it’s warranted, but if they are asking for it, they can do that.  Wally would like better information that what has been given to them.  He feels that McDonald’s counts may be higher than the averages given.  He assumes it’s above average.  Randy asked what the result of larger traffic counts would be.  Would they ask DOT to widen the driveway?  It was felt that neither Main St. nor Union Rd. would be widened.  
Bill Tuyn commented that it’s difficult to work from reduced scale drawings.  He had questions regarding some of the numbers.  Randy stated that the calculations came from the Williamsville Building Department.  Bill was trying to double check the figures.  He came up with 115 spaces total, not 112.  Randy understands his point, and tried to calculate himself as well.  He is relying on the Village to provide that information.  Bill stated that McDonald’s has 116% of the required parking space, while the rest of the parcel only has 59% of the requirement.  He feels they will be fighting for parking spaces, and that T&S needs to look at pedestrian safety.  Randy pointed out that the lease line really doesn’t mean anything.  He doesn’t know how else you would configure the parking.  Bill feels there are issues, but recognized that T&S only provides recommendations.  He feels there are other ways to configure the parking.  It could face Main Street.  
Randy stated that they will provide actual counts over a 2-hour period in the morning, the evening, and at lunch time.  They are trying to work with the Village.  This is not something approved by McDonald’s, but they will provide the information.  Bill Tuyn commented that it is not the traffic count they are concerned about, it is how deep the queues are.  Wally asked that while doing the count, to please give the Village any ideas as to the projected increase in traffic.  
Randy will email counts to Wally at his home address.  He will distribute to T&S.  Trustee Kulpa requested that the information be copied to Lynda Juul as well.  
NEW BUSINESS
Stop Sign on California

Trustee Kulpa received a request for a stop sign on California.  A study was done by the APD recently for a 24-hour period, and they did not find any excessive speed.  The committee was not in favor of this.  

On motion by Bill Tuyn, seconded by Pat Armitage, the installation of the stop sign on California was not recommended.   

Unanimously Carried.  

Spring & Cayuga

Lt. Olesko reported that there were 3 accidents from September 2006 to April 2008.  It was not broken out as to whether there were pedestrians involved or not.  Trustee Kulpa commented that a recommendation is not necessary at this time, but that T&S should be aware of the area as the Village moves through re-development of the Mill.  

CLOSE OF MEETING

A motion to adjourn was made at 9:15 PM by Nicholas Perino, and seconded by Nancy Drost.
Unanimously Carried.  
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